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President’s Paddock 

Welcome to Spring! 

We are just about finished our spring calving here in North West, NSW.  Very happy 

with our season.   

I have had a reminder from MLA that our bio-security plan needs to be reviewed.  

In light, of everything going on in the world we need to give this our attention.  

The Australian Government has endorsed that America can export beef produced 

in Canada and Mexico but processed in the U.S. to Australia.  Mexico is now dealing 

with “The New World Screw Worm”, this worm is edging closer to U.S. border.  The 

Khapra beetle (which affects grain production) has found its way into Australia in 

a shipping container.  Our farm, at present has an infestation of feral goats, fallow 

deer, and wild pigs.  We can’t bury our heads in the sand, the above (and other 

threats not mentioned) are very real threats to agriculture in Australia.  We can’t 

rely on government to fix these problems; it starts from the ground up.  It starts 

with us, please take the time to review your plan to protect your farm and livestock. 

Galloway news – thank you all Members who are attending shows, field days, 

promoting the Galloway breed.  Our Members are very active at present supporting 

the Galloway breed.  We are working together well, and we will continue to work 

well to support our Galloways. 

The Marketing Subcommittee will have the Annual published and distributed in 

December - looking forward to it. 

Remember, communication is key.  If you have any questions, suggestions, 

comments please let the Association know.  Click here to go to our website for 

Committee Member contact information. 

Joanne Tesoriero 
President 

 

2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Our 2026 Field Day AGM will be held in Murrindindi/Yea, Victoria, hosted by Hettie 

Biersteker and Andre Groot of Silvan Park.  Current plans have the field day 

scheduled for 11 April and the AGM for 12 April.   

More details to follow. 

 

  

https://galloway.asn.au/about-us/
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Hip Heights – Miniature Galloway Requirements 

Members breeding Miniature Galloways and Miniature Belted Galloways are 

reminded that the Miniature Hip Height Recording Form is a requirement 

for Miniature status for your cattle, and the form is the only reliable evidence 

that your cattle are indeed Miniatures. The form contains the following 

statement, just below the chart where the heights are recorded: 

“When registering an animal as a Miniature, complete this form and send it 

with the Application for Registration to the AGA Registrar.   This form must 

also be completed when transferring an animal as a Miniature, and at 2 and 

4 years of age. 

The maximum heights for miniature Galloways at maturity are 125cm for 

bulls and 120cm for females. Maturity is deemed to be at 4 years of age.” 

The table on the reverse of the chart is useful for assessing miniature 

Galloway heights at various ages. The age ranges and heights, when 

compared to the height information collected by the Association, have been 

proven to be reasonably accurate from an analysis of hip heights recorded 

by the Association, so will be a good guide for the growth of your cattle. 

Updated height charts are currently required for all two-year-old, or 2023 

“U” registered cattle, and four-year-old or 2021 “S” registered cattle. 

Height measurement of Miniatures is an important part of quality control 

and reassurance to a buyer that they are indeed purchasing a Miniature 

Galloway. 

 

 

Miniature Galloway Hip Height Recording Form  

https://galloway.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Mini-Hip-Height-Recording-Form-Sep-2025
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With Many Thanks 

At the end of July, we transitioned to a purely volunteer-based organisation, 

with the retirement of the Executive Officer role.  On behalf of the 

Committee (past and present) and Members, we extend our sincere thanks 

to Sallie Wadley for her unwavering commitment to the Association.  Sallie’s 

dedication over the years has been deeply appreciated. 

In September, John Heard stepped down from the Committee.  We 

acknowledge and thank John for his participation and for the year John 

served as AGA Secretary. 

The Committee extends its sincere thanks to Members for their continued 

understanding and support as we navigate new ways of working.  Together, 

we are building a strong and sustainable future for the Australian Galloway 

Association. 

Expressions of Interest  

Strategic Planning Subcommittee 

As outlined at the September Special General Meeting, the Australian 

Galloway Association is developing a Strategic Position Paper to guide 

future decision-making and financial commitments. To support this 

important work, the Committee has endorsed the formation of a Strategic 

Planning Subcommittee (SPS). This group will ensure meaningful Member 

participation and that the final document reflects the values and 

expectations of our diverse membership. 

The SPS will consist of up to five Members and two Committee Members.  

Meetings will take place via Zoom each Tuesday and Thursday, 7:30-9:00pm 

AEDT, commencing 21 October and finishing on 13 November.  

If more than five Members express interest in joining the SPS, the 

Committee will review all nominations and confirm a group that best reflects 

the diversity and interests of our membership. 

Once compiled, the Strategic Planning Paper developed by the SPS will be 

submitted to the Committee for review. The final version will be shared with 

Members in December. 

To express your interest in participating, please advise the Association by 

17 October via email office@galloway.asn.au.  

Postal Addresses 

For general correspondence, please note our current postal address is: 

Australian Galloway Association, PO Box 42, Witchcliffe WA 6286 

Please send all registration and transfer related post to the Registrar: 

AGA Registrar, Shane Smeathers, 199 Hayes Road, Millfield NSW 2325 

  

mailto:office@galloway.asn.au?subject=SPS
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The WA Hoofbeat On The Street – by Benita Cattalini 

It was a very chilly 0.5∞C in Manjimup for WA’s Field Day hosted by our own 

AGA Treasurer, Sheila Ashenden of Koaty Nerno Stud. 

The field day featured Mark Bailey, a founding member of the AGA, from 

Emohruo stud. Mark dived deeply into the world of Galloway genetics. He 

emphasized traits like good hooves, temperament, calving ease, and strong 

frames that are essential for all cattle. Sharing how we can observe our herds 

and use genetics to improve them by making sure we breed these 

universally desirable traits into our herds.  

Mark also touched on how genetic selection can be tailored to the specific 

needs of the beef herd and farming operation - whether you’re running a 

grass-fed operation, lot feeding or feeding out your cattle for market. Each 

can benefit from good genetic selection to ensure high performance and 

quality. He showed how to use genetic selection to give our herd the best 

chance of demonstrating the traits that we need in or therapy herd (good 

temperament) and in our minis that can add so much to any farm, family 

and community. 

One thing that always stands out at these events is the camaraderie among 

breeders. Shane Smeathers, the AGA Registrar and from Romani Stud, 

added his considerable expertise in breeding and success in cattle showing. 

Shane talked about using the herd book to select suitable genetics to 

introduce to our herd. We saw some of his exceptional cattle and his passion 

rubbed off on all that attended. 

The jewel in the crown for the day was Judith McCallum, the AGA Secretary 

and from Whola Nut. Judith brought a treasure trove of historical 

documents that painted a picture of the history of the Association and 

showed us how far the breed has come in Australia. The passion was 

palpable, and because of her work and the work the whole Committee, WA’s 

Galloway community is only getting stronger. 
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Membership Snapshot 

The Australian Galloway Association is a diverse group of Members with 

passions and goals as diverse as the breed they represent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGA Member Breed Distribution Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AGA’s multifaceted membership comprises a significant proportion of 

Miniature Galloway breeders (67%), followed by Belted Galloway breeders 

(28%), Miniature Belted Galloway breeders (26%), and Standard Galloway 

breeders (21%). These figures, while overlapping (many Members breed 

more than one type), paint a picture of a flexible, far-reaching community 

that’s deeply committed to preserving heritage breeds and embracing the 

growing appeal of miniature cattle among smallholders and hobby farmers. 

Galloway Type 
Ownership by % 

of Members 

Standard Galloway 21% 

Belted Galloway 28% 

Miniature Galloway 67% 

Miniature Belted Galloway 26% 

 

ACT

1%

NSW

36%

QLD

15%

SA

8%

TAS

5%

VIC

29%

WA

6%

AGA Membership by State/Territory
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Showstoppers! 

It has been a busy show season and our Galloways breeders have enjoyed 

tremendous success in the ring. 

Congratulations to Silvan Park Belted Galloways winning Grand Champion 

Male, Grand Champion Female and Supreme Exhibit at the 2025 Melbourne 

Royal Show!  Supreme Exhibit - Any Other Breed, Small Breeds - Miniature 

Galloway went to Balytyckle Valentines Kiss, exhibited By Balytyckle Stud. 

 

 

Melbourne Royal 

Show Champion 

Belted Galloway 

Exhibit 

– Silvan Park Uluru 

with Hettie 

Biersteker 

 

 

Melbourne Royal 

Show Winner 

Supreme Small 

Breeds Exhibit  

– Balytyckle 

Valentines Kiss with 

Sonya Heron 

 

 

 

Melbourne Royal 

Show Junior 

Champion  

- Jalaway Mont 

Vantasari with 

handler Georgina 

Buick  
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Galloway Annual 

Please note the deadline for all Galloway Annual content is 31 October.  

Please send any proposed content, suggestions and advertising via email to 

office@galloway.asn.au. 

Committee Communication 

Starting with this edition, The Herd Word newsletter will be accompanied 

by a brief summary (precis) of recent Committee meetings. It’s part of our 

ongoing commitment to transparent, high-quality communication, 

ensuring Members stay well-informed about Association matters. 

If you have a topic you’d like raised at Committee level, feel free to email us 

at office@galloway.asn.au or speak directly with any Committee Member. 

The next Committee meeting will be held on 20 October. 

Herd Book Housekeeping 

Have you checked your Herd Book listing lately? We encourage all Members 

to take a moment to review their details as presented in the Herd Book. 

Accurate information helps us showcase your breeding program, maintain 

the integrity of our records, and ensure you're properly represented within 

the Association. 

Every detail matters. If you spot anything that needs updating, please let us 

know via office@galloway.asn.au. 

Your attention helps us keep the Herd Book a true reflection of our vibrant, 

diverse community. 

Website Advertising 

Apologies for the delay in posting animals in the Classified section of our 

website.  We are investigating a new layout which we believe will 

dramatically improve the classifieds.  Thank you for your patience during 

these changes.  We will let you know when the issue is resolved. 

Upcoming Events 

October 

• 9-12 – Royal Launceston Show, TAS 

• 16-19 - Royal Geelong Show, VIC 

• 18-19 - Murrumbateman Field Day, NSW 

• 23-25 - Royal Hobart Show, TAS 

• 25-26 - Picton Show, NSW 

November 

• 8-9 - Queanbeyan Show, ACT 

mailto:office@galloway.asn.au
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